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President’s Note
Welcome to our first newsletter for 2018.

In this newsletter we are featuring the many
people who contribute to the museum’s
daily operations. They are from the Visitor
Centre, the Coral Cafe, and our own desk,
who all help make the Museum such a great
facility for visitors and residents to enjoy,
We also have summarised some of some off
our more recent and important acquisitions|
and events for the Museum.

We manage to keep the musuem open
seven days a week with no entrance fees
due to the dedication of our volunteers and
supporters.

We encourage members of the community]
and visitors to join the Museum Society
and help support the ongoing operating
costs and to continue to improve facilities
and displays, as well as archive the Island’s
cultural heritage.

Robyn tarner
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Museum committee

In  October the Lord Howe Island Historical Society and Museum held its AGM. The President Robyn Warner thanked the outgoing committee for
continuing the strong input to ensure the smooth operation and continual upgrades to the museum.

The newly appointed committee for 2017/2018 is: President Robyn Warner, Vice President lan Hutton, treasurer Kevin Rickard, committee
members George Warner, Chris Murray, Stephen Sia and Caitlin Woods.

The Museum could not operate without the
valuable service provided by our volunteer
roster team. The Museum is staffed seven
days a week by volunteers who welcome =
visitors, provide information, answer all r
sorts of questions, and sell the merchandise -

Danielle Nicolson ~ =&ess Gillian Teage
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Heather Thompson Derek O’brien

Denise Tokalagai

Marie Thompson Chris Hedt



LHI Tourism Association

Within the Museum we have partners
that all contribute to the success of
the Museum being a community hub
for both tourists and residents.

The LHI Tourism Association staff the
Visitor Information area of the building
and provide information about tours,
restaurants and all things tourism.

Seated at the desk Marnie Young
and Sarah Jordan; top left Bronwyn
Toffacono; Karen Giles and Teneile
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The Coral Cafe is a partner in the Museum
and the friendly staff provide a high level
of quality food and service to the public,
making the museum a very attractive venue
for lunch, an evening meal, or a coffee.

Proprietors Stephen and Janet Sia
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Vale Nonie Low
In February this year Nonie Low passed away.

Nonie’s association with the island began in 1989 when her
daughter Margaret married Islander Chris Murray. Nonie
and husband Ken enjoyed many holidays on the Island and
also came many times as winter caretakers for Somerset
Apartments. In 1999 they decided to move to the island, but
unfortunately Ken died while they were preparing to move
and Nonie moved over on her own in 2000, living with Chris
and Margaret in a small cottage on their property.

Nonie was one of the Museum volunteers on the sales
reception desk for many vyears, providing a smiling face and
warm welcome to visitors at the Museum. When the Museum
published any books about the Island, Nonie always offered
her expertise in editing, and her command of the English
language and grammar was second to none. Nonie loved to
visit the Museum and enjoy time at the café in the company
of the many friends she had on the island.

Nonie was very much part of the Island and the Museum for
more than 20 years. She will be sadly missed.

R

Shop managers Chris and Margaret Murray

Museum Shop revamped

The Museum shop area has been enlarged and new shelving fitted, to better
display merchandise. The shop encourages local artists to contribute and
stocks a range of items made and designed locally.

The shop is popular with visitors as it stocks a large range of books, maps
and DVDs about Lord Howe Island’s natural and human history, including
many published by local authors.

The shop is a valuable part of the museum, providing quality guide books
and souvenirs for visitors. The sales help contribute to the running costs of
the Museum.




Hans Reuckert book and map collection

The major acquisition for 2017 was the Hans
Rueckert book and map collection. Hans collected
this material while he was a resident on the island
in the late 1970s and early 1980s. This collection
contains some very old books and maps dating to
discovery of the island, plus original documents
handwritten by island residents in the 1870's.

It took some months of preliminary work to obtain
a list of items from Hans and have this assessed
by Sydney book valuers. Then began the task of
financing the acquisition of this collection. We
were only able to purchase this collection with
the generous support of our sponsors Bruce
and Lindsey Baudinet, Clare Hibbert, Elizabeth
Wheeler, Leanda Lei, James and Leonie Furber,
Peter Dowling and Rosemary Sinclair.

The Museum curator carried the most valuable
items to the Island in suitcases, and the remainder
were airfreighted to Mascot. John Blyth transported
the books to Port Macquarie and David Bartush
arranged for Eastern Air Services to transport
them to the Island.

During the week from 25 November Hans and his
new wife Miriam visited the Island. At our annual
Christmas function on 28 November Hans made a
presentation of the collection to the community.
Some of the more interesting items of the collection
will be on display in the Historical Gallery, and
appointments can be made to view other items in
the library. Some of the maps will be reprodcued
fior sale in the Musuem shouc

The Island Museum now houses the single largest
collection of Lord Howe Island maps, books and
documents in the world; and these will be a
valuable asset for the community into the future.
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Another recent major acquisition at the Museum was the purchase of a digital microscope, the
Micro-Eye built in New Zealand by Micro-Imaging.

This is a robust digital microscope that has a zoom to 40 X original size. The unit
will be in the Environmental Gallery and Museum visitors can use this to look

at the detail in nature objects that will be on hand, or bring their own object

to view. This will add a level of interest for visitors to the museum and

also be a useful tool in nature workshops. In June the Museum,

in collaboration with LHI Marine Parks, will be running an

algae identification workshop with Gerry Kraft who has

carried out much research on the Island’s algae

species.

Funds to purchase this item were
from the LHI Board 2017 Com-
munity Grant program.

Cindy and Jack Shick

sponsored the TV

monitor.




Education at the Museum

As well as the static displays within the Museum galleries for island Vvisitors,
there are regular visits by school and university groups to learn about the
island. The children from the local school (left top) regularly visit to learn
about the island’s natural and cultural history, and there is a dedicated
area for their projects to be displayed within the Environmental Gallery.

For the past four years the Museum has hosted a group of students from
Victoria University Wellington New Zealand (left bottom). This is the field
trip component for a course in Island Biology. The students walk the
island with Museum Curator and course professor Kevin Burns observing
island biology processes first hand, and use the library for workshops and
tutorials. Most students agree it is the best course they do at university.

In April 2017 the Museum ran a shell identification workshop for residents
and visitors with Australian Museum scientist Dr. Mandy Reid (below).




Tuesday 20th  5.30pm
at the Museum

Menitoring the Marvine Biediversity

within Hae Lavd Howe Island Marvine Pavl
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D Rick Stuart-Smith, Beef Life Survey and Marine Park:

Museum Lectures

The Museum holds regular lectures through the year aimed at informing tourists about the Island’s World Heritage, flora, fauna and History -
Each week on Sunday, Monday, Thursday and Friday, all held from 5.30 to 6.30pm.

Additionally there are regular presentations by scientists and artists who present their particular research field. Topics held this year include
shark research, fish assemblages in rock pools, sea slug identification, and deep sea coral research.

The Museum also screens regular video documentaries - each Thursday is Frank Hurley's 1931 Jewel of the Pacific and each Tuesday the
latest colour documentary Eden of the Pacific; plus a variety of social and environmental documentaries - Climate Change, rodent eradication
projects around the world, plastics in the environment, shark conservation and more. 10



CERTIFICATE
OF APPRECIATION

AWARDED TO
LORD HOWE ISLAND MUSEUM

In recognition of your invaluable contnbution and partnership
which contributed to the success of the Australian Mussum’s
Lord Howe Island and Balls Pyramid Expedition, conducted
February to April 2007

26 SEFTEMBER 2017
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In September 2017 there was function at the Australian Museum to thank
sponsors and contributors to the Expedition, and the LHI Museum was
presented with a certificate of appreciation for assistance in raising funds

and also hosting pre and post trip briefings.

Balls Pyramid Expedition

In March April 2017 the Australian Museum, Melbourne Zoo, six volunteer climbers
and the LHI Board ran a successful expedition to Balls Pyramid. This was the first
expedition on the Pyramid since 1985. The aim was to survey for the phasmid, and
collect individuals to increase the genetic diversity of the breeding stock being held
at Melbourne Zoo. There was a lot of planning by staff from the Australian Museum,
and finally on the climbers and scientists flew to the island and were hopeful of
a good window of weather to carry out the trip. A suitable window came quickly
and island boats dropped off the team on the morning of March. Over the nest 6
days the climbers searched as many suitable habitats as they could for phasmids,
often entailing going out at night on ledges 400 metres above sea level (one of the
climbers agreed that it was actually easiest at night because you could not see
down below 400metres.)

The protocol was that the team could take 1 phasmid for each ten that they found;
they were hoping to collect four phasmids for Melbourne Zoo, but over the entire six
days and nights only located 18; so under the permit conditions only one phasmid
was allowed to be removed. This was a female, which was named Vanessa.

After the climbers came off the Pyramid the weather turned rough and they were
stranded on Lord Howe Island for a further 5 days. During this time they volunteered
their time to give two presentations at the Museum on the expedition to residents
and tourists. These presentation were very well attended, with a lot of interest in
the whole trip.

Galy hall a peseent

Ball’s Pyramid mmmﬁ.




Species photo catalogs

The Museum has developed three species catalogs for residents
and visitors to access and identify i) Marine species ii) invertebrates
iii) fungi

These catalogs are wuser friendly and have different families of
species grouped together; and also have a searchable function
where you can type a name in to search for a species and bring
its photograph up.

These catalogs form part of the museum engagement of the
community in citizen science, whereby tourists and locals can
submit photo records to be added to the archives and catalogs.
The Museum also has bird survey forms and manuals, for bird
watchers to log theior observations of birds seen at key sites
across the island.




RSL

The Museum continues to uphold the RSL
traditions - with permanent and temporary
displays featuring the island people who served
during various wars.

On Rememberance Day each vyear the Museum
hosts a function and small ceremony to mark
the annivesary.

There is currently a temporary display featuring
life on the Island during the Second World War.

RETURNED

EISLANDS!
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For 2018 the Museum produced two calendars.

A Flying boat calendar with a different flying boat photograph for each
month. The Flying boats were such a great part of Lord Howe Island
and the photographs of these majestic aircraft always create a lot of
interest. The calendar features many of the different flying boats that
were used to bring people to the Island from 1947 to 1974.

The other calendar features the Island’s wonderful seabirds that are a
popular subject for visitors to the Island. This calendar also highlights
the issue of ocean plastic debris impact on seabirds. The Flesh footed
shearwater is one of the worst impacted seabirds in the world, where
the birds pick up plastic off the ocean surface mistaking it for food. The
calendar gives hints on how you can minimise plastic in day-to-day
living, and has some contacts to buy alternatives to plastic items for
use in the home and travel. The Museum has long promoted the issue
of plastic waste in the environment with displays, lectures, art and
school childrens displays. There are a few copies of the flying boat
calendar still available at $5 each.

Our seabirds are under threat from plastic waste in the world's oceans
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Sea Slug Census weekend

On the weekend of 24th and 25th February 2018 the Museum helped run the inaugural
Sea Slug Census in collaboration with the National Marine Science Centre (Southern
Cross university), Lord Howe Island Marine Parks and the community.

Sea slugs are amongst the most colourful and fascinating creatures in the sea and
there are many thousands of species worldwide. Because of their colours, textures
and strange shapes they are amongst the most popular subjects for underwater
photographers.

Many of these slugs are quite rare and the idea behind the Sea Slug Census is to
harness the help of many pairs of eyes to find and document them. When scientists visit
an area they have limited time and may only be able to cover a small part of the marine
environment. Additionally many species burrow in sand and are only occasionally
seen on the surface. So this use of citizen science, particularly with local knowledge of
residents, can greatly add to the knowledge about these animals.

The team from Marine Science Centre held a lecture at the Museum on Thursday 22nd
detailing how to identify sea slugs and where to search for them

Quite a number of locals and visiting tourists took part in the week and an initial list
of 65 species was recorded by those who participated. Excellent photo entries were
receive from Millie Riddle, Audrey and Molly Ball.

It is hoped that the 2018 event will stimulate interest in these beautiful creatures, so
keep searching and post photos on the Slugs in Paradise Facebook page. Call into
the museum Environmental Gallery and see one of the photo frame displays with a
continuous slide show of some of our sea slugs.

This is one of a number of Citizen Science
programs the Museum will be invloved
with in the future.

SeaSlug g University
CEMHSUSE Fibican,

THE INAUGURAL

LORD HOWE ISLAND
SEA SLUG CENSUS

24-25TH FEBRUARY 2018

Following on from successful events across eastern Australia, we are excited to
be holding the first Sea Slug Census at Lord Howe Island. Come and join us to
photographically document the sea shug spedies calling Lord Howe tsland home
The information gathered during the census will help marine sclentists to update
nifcrmation about the diversity and distribution of this spectacular Growp of Moluscs
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For more information | phone lan Hutton on 6563 2447 | call in to the Museum
email seasiugoensus@scuedu.an | Find s on H Lorgd Howng 1sland Museurr

@ > Southern Cross
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Museum collections

Historical artifacts., These date from 1790 to
the present day. Most items are on permanent

digplay, with some additional items in storage.

All items are listed on & computer database.

Photographic collection. Owver 3,000 photo-
graphic prints, negatives and slidés have baan
scanned, digitized and catalogued. These can
be viewed in our history gallery. Prints can be
purchased on request.

Environmental displays. Stunning photo-
graphs, informative text, and auvdiovisual
media highlight the World Heritage values of
the Island.

Library. Reference books, scientiffc papers,
reports, original manuscripts and notebooks
relevant to natural and cultural history of the
Island can be viewed by arrangement.

Native plant herbarium. This comprises an
extenisive collection of pressed specimens of
Island plants.

1 T
VM the museum to enjoy

our displays, shop, cafe, Visitor
Centre, and chat to our desk vol-
unteers.

DLSCOUVRY the fiery origins

of Lord Howe Island from a vol-
cano seven million years ago. See
the fascinating processes that
plants and animals used to cross
vast ocean distances to colonise
the island. Investigate the evolu-
tionary processes that led to the
devefopment of many endemic
species.

LW ¥ about the Island’s

unique environment and cultural
heritage at regular audiovisual
lectures, or attend presentations
by visiting scientists.

WME to the devel-

opment of this world class mu-
seum by donations or sponsoship
of specific projects. All donations
are tax deductible.

.f f-_ the museum by
o] ing a member. Membership
form enclosed or available online.

PO Box 11
Lord Howe Island NSW 2898
Australia

MEMBERSHIP
LORD HOWE ISLAND MUSEUM

We value community support, and wish to
encourage you to renew your membership or
become a new member, by completing this
application form and returning to:

Lord Howe Island Historical Society
PO Box 11

Lord Howe Island

NSW 2898

email: curator@lhimuseum.com

Mame:

Address:

Email :

Attached is §

O Individual Membership $11
O Family Membership $22
] Business Membership %55
O Donation

All donations over £2 are tax deductible.

THANK YU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

For internet transfers and donations:

Lord Howe Island Historical Society and Museum Inc
BSB 062001

Account 00928037




Mission Statement

To develop the Lord Howe Isiand MUuselrm &5 8 Commu-
mity centre for promoating the Ishands Waorld Heritage
values; and fo record, conserve and present the unigue
focal cultural wvalues aof the community.

The Musewmn is managed by a voluntary local commits

tes, A part time Curator carres oul activities amd owver-
seef profects nominated by the commiltes. The Muge-
i is open to the public seven days a week. Thanks fo

owr pood of volunteer staff, entry to the musewm is free,

We rely on committee and voluniears to carmy ol
improvements to displays, conservation and cataloging
of iterms, scanning of phetographs, and general main-
tenance. Funds for improvermeants come through grants
and sponsorships,

We welcome your support
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www.lhimuseum.com

discovering more since 1834

The musewum Ffacilities include:

Entrance
Reception desk

Visitor Information desk

Museurmn shop

lan Kiernan Environmenital gallery
James Dorman Historical gallery
Audiovisual room

Library

Annex

Calé |
Pubilic internat
Disabled access
Toilets
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